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POLICY ON INFECTION CONTROL FOR MEDICAL AND DENTAL RESIDENTS  
 
 
IMMUNIZATION AGAINST MEASLES, RUBELLA, MUMPS, DIPHTHERIA, POLIO, 
TETANUS, VARICELLA, INFLUENZA, MENINGOCOCCUS, AND HEPATITIS B FOR 
MEDICAL AND DENTAL RESIDENTS  

The University of Tennessee Health Science Center requires that all entering medical and dental 
residents document immunity to measles, mumps, rubella, diphtheria, polio, and tetanus by recorded 
evidence of immunization. Documentation of receipt of two doses of measles (Rubeola) vaccine after 
the first birthday is required unless born prior to 1957. Anyone with unknown or negative history of 
varicella must undergo serological testing. If serology and history are negative, the vaccine is 
required. University Health Services will determine whether immunization documentation is 
adequate. Residents who are unable to document immunity to these infections may begin work, 
provided required immunization is obtained within ten days of registration. Residents may be 
excused from this requirement if contraindications are established by a provider in the University 
Health Services. Annual influenza immunizations are required for all residents within 30 days of 
availability as indicated by University Health Services.  

A waiver form will be given to all residents indicating that the institution has provided detailed 
information to the resident concerning meningococcal disease, the availability and effectiveness of 
the vaccine, and that the resident has received and reviewed the information and has chosen to be 
vaccinated or not to be vaccinated for meningococcal infection. Medical residents in Pathology or 
Infectious Disease Programs must be vaccinated with meningococcal vaccine.  

Immunization against Hepatitis B virus is required for all residents. Residents who have previously 
received the Hepatitis B series must show proof of a positive Hepatitis B titer of equal or greater to 
10 miu per CDC guidelines. The Hepatitis B series will be repeated one time if the past series had 
negative results. Residents known to be Hepatitis B antigen or antibody-positive (or already immune) 
or for whom contraindications are established by a healthcare provider or the University Health 
Services may be exempted from this immunization.  
 
IV. EARLY DETECTION OF TUBERCULOSIS FOR MEDICAL AND DENTAL 
RESIDENTS  

All UTHSC residents are required to receive the tuberculin skin test annually. Residents without 
documented testing within the prior year will have a 2-step tuberculin skin test. Residents who have 
been vaccinated with Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) and do not provide documentation of a past, 
positive, tuberculin skin test are also required to have a TB screening through a blood assay test. 
Persons who test positive, or have previously tested positive, are required to show proof from the 
Memphis/Shelby County Health department of being free of tuberculosis.  

Treatment for Tuberculosis will be managed through the local Memphis/Shelby County Health 
Department, which will provide the authorization to return to UTHSC. 

 


